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CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Another silk, taken from the mantle of Mercury in Botti- 
celli's Spring, shows flames brocaded in gold on a red ground, a 
pattern seen also in Fra Angelico's paintings, where it signi- 
fies the Holy Spirit. A third is reproduced from the robe of 
Flora in the same painting by Botticelli. It is a fanciful fabric, 
a pale ground covered, with unusual irregularity, by scattered 
flowers of many colors, more naturalistic than one is apt to find 
in silks of the period and giving an effect of ecstatic spring 
mood. The abounding imagination of the Italian painters of the 
fifteenth century, interpreted by the weaver, furnishes a store 
of astonishing beauty, delightful for its own sake and interpre- 
tative of the Italy of five hundred years ago. r. h. 

THE REAL SPIRIT OF MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP 

Evidence of the growing appreciation of Museum activities is 
seen in the desire of members to give more freely rather than 
to ask greater returns for dues paid. An example of this is found 
in a letter received recently from a member who is entitled to 
the special reduced rate granted to certain professional workers. 
The writer says in part: 

"We appreciate very greatly the work which the Museum is 
doing and the whole family profits much from its various activi- 
ties. Now that my personal financial conditions are beginning to 
pick up after the war, I shall be glad if you will have me entered 
as a regular annual member, and I enclose herewith check to this 
end." 
Such letters are particularly gratifying this year for the 
Museum's entire income available for operating expense does 
not meet the budget, and a deficit can be avoided only by a 
material increase in membership. None of the Museum income 
is derived from taxation or from other public purse, its only 
source being from trusts created by private donors, from special 
gifts, and from membership dues. 

Our aim is to render the greatest service possible to the people 
of Cleveland and to make this service available to the greatest 
number. The advantages are all free to the public, although cer- 
tain privileges are accorded members. In approaching pro- 
spective members, it is our hope that they will not regard these 
privileges as the real incentive for taking membership but 
rather that they will have an unselfish desire to assist the 
Museum and its work. The person who becomes a member 
because he believes in the aims of the Museum, and like the one 
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just quoted, wishes to pay as his means will permit, becomes a 
permanent asset and through his enthusiasm will render dis- 
tinct service in spreading the Museum's influence. i. t. f. 

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS 

The seventeenth annual meeting of the American Association of 
Museums was held at Buffalo, May n, 12, and 13. The regis- 
tration was not as great as at the meeting which was held at our 
own Museum last year, yet forty-two institutions were repre- 
sented, including one in England and one in Brazil. Sessions 
were held at the Albright Art Gallery, the Buffalo Historical 
Society, and the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences. In the 
papers read and in informal talks, many phases of museum 
activity were discussed, such as planning, building, organiza- 
tion, installation, activities within the museum and extension 
work outside, educational work, and other museum problems. 

Interspersed with the business sessions were social affairs, 
including the annual banquet, luncheons at country clubs, and 
an automobile drive to Fort Niagara and the Falls. 

Mr. Whiting was re-elected president, which office he has 
held during the past year. 

The association accepted an invitation to hold its next meet- 
ing at Charleston, South Carolina, at which time it will cele- 
brate the 1 50th anniversary of the founding of the Charleston 
Museum, and the beginning of museum work in the United 
States. 1. t. f. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Since the last report was published in the May, 1922 Bulletin 
eighty-one annual members have been added to the roll. 
The present membership stands as follows: 

Founders 4 

Benefactors 9 

Honorary Fellows 16 

Fellows in Perpetuity 8 

Fellows for Life 37 

Fellows 152 

Sustaining 25 

Life 465 

Annual 3758 
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